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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1 and 14 and enter new Claims 21 and 22 as follows: 
1. (currently amended) A fence latch mechanism: 

a base member for mounting to a post, said base member having a post 
mounting member and a flange, said post mounting member for straddling the post and 
having mounting openings; 

a fastener extending through said mounting openings for mounting said post 
mounting member to the post; 

said flange extending from said post mounting member and having a lateral 
extent extending transversely with respect to said post mounting member and for extending 
transversely with respect to the post; and 

a hook member having a gate mounting member for mounting to a gate, said 
hook member engaging said flange of said base member for latching the gate to the post, said 
hook member including first and second tines depending from said gate mounting member, 
said flange of said base member having a first opening with a closed perimeter [ffor]] 
receiving and retaining one of said first and second tines in said flange and a second slotted 
opening for receiving the other one of said first and second tines wherein said slotted opening 
permits the gate to swing about the post in a first direction about said slotted opening while 
the first opening limits swinging of the gate in a second direction opposed from the first 
direction and said first opening prevents swinging of the gate about said other of said first and 
second tines wherein th e gate can swing in one direction only . 

2. (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 1, wherein said post mounting 
member comprises a c-shaped member. 

3- (original) TTie fence latch mechanism according to Claim 2, wherein said c-shaped 
member includes a pair of arms, each of said arms having one of said mounting openings. 

4. (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 1, wherein at least one of said 
mounting openings comprises a non-circular opening. 
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comprises a bolt. 

mounting openings comprise a «u» °P™"* 

member comprises a o-shaped member. 

member includes a pair of arms, each of sard arms having 
fastener for securing said hook member to the gate. 

• • n The fence latch mechanism acoming to Claim 8, wherein at least one of said 
9. (original) The fence latch mecn comDrise8 B no n-circular opening, 

mounting openings of said gate mounting member comprises 

, .. nxhefcn0 e latch mechanism according to Claim 8, wherein each of said 
10. (original) The fence latcnm^ r „ mDris es a square opening. 

- -j „_, e mounting member comprises a f 
mounting openings of said gate mow & 

further includes a c-shaped member, saio urs 
member. 

second t ^ dep»d PP*»% <*»» * id mem ""- 

13 ^ * - - — 

and said hook member comprise metal members. 
14. (currently amended) A fence latch mechanism: 
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a base member for mounting to a post, said base member having a post 
mounting member and a flange, said post mounting member for mounting said base member 
to the post, and said post mounting member having a central axis; 

said flange extending from said post mounting member and having a lateral 
extent extending transversely with respect to said post mounting member and outwardly from 
said central axis; 

a hook member for mounting to a gate, said hook member engaging said 
flange for latehing the gate to the post, said hook member pivotal about a generally 
horizontally fixed vertical pivot axis in said flange, saidfi*ed yertieal pivot axis ofltot from 
said central axis wherein the gate can swing about the post in a first direction from a first 
position about said vertical pivot axis but cannot swing about the post from said first pos,t,on 
in a second direction opposed from the first direction. 

15. (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 14, wherein said base member 
comprises a c-shaped member. 

16 (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 15, further comprising a 
fastener, said c-shaped member including a pair of arms, each of said aims having a 
mounting opening, and said fastener extending through said mounting openings for mounting 
said base member to Hie post 

17. (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 16, wherein said fastener 
comprises a bolt. 

18 (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 14, wherein said hook portion 
includes a gate mounting member, said gate mounting member comprising a c-shaped 
member. 

19 (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 14, wherein said hook member 
includes a c-shaped member and first and second tines depending from said c-sbaped 
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member, one of said tines pivotally mounting said book portion to said flange at said fixed 
pivot axis. 

20. (original) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 19, wherein said first and 
second tines depend upwardly from said c-shaped member. 

21 (new) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 1, wherein said flange comprises a 
plate, said plate having an outer edge and a transverse opening extending therethrough 
inwardly of said outer edge, said transveise opening forming said first opening with a closed 
perimeter, said plate having a second transverse opening extending to said outer edge to 
thereby form said slotted opening. 

22 (new) The fence latch mechanism according to Claim 14, wherein said flange comprises 
a plate with an outer edge and first and second transverse openings, said hook member havmg 
first and second tines, said second opening extending to said outer edge for reaving saui 
second tine when said gate swings in said first direction, and said first opening spaced from 
said outer edge and having a closed perimeter and retaining said first tine therein about saxd 
generally horizontally fixed vertical pivot axis wherein the gate can swing about the post m 
the first direction from the first position about said pivot axis but cannot swmg about the post 
fiom the first position in the second direction opposed from the first direcuon. 
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